RUSSIAN CULTURE

improvements in the technique of blood storage and transfusion, are
only three of the branches in which Soviet research has led the way.

Science is the section of culture in which the Soviet regime has
very definitely shown a new and radically different outlook. It is
recognized as fundamental to the modern state, and funds are not
stinted, while opportunities for all of ability are created on a wide
scale. The weakness of Soviet research has been its relative isolation
from the rest of the scientific world, but that is something which
should now be destroyed with benefit not only to the Union but also
to the scientific world at large.

And perhaps the Soviet Union is the one country in the world that
recognizes science as a definite and very important branch of culture
in the widest sense. The classical tradition in other lands tends to
regard science as something purely utilitarian and of lower status
than other branches of original thought and creative activity. The
unique achievement of the cultural policy of the U.S.S.R. has been
to give science, in the fullest interpretation, its proper place in
modern affairs. The original creative power of the scientist is
accepted as of equal importance with the creative genius of the
artist, and it may be that this will be a pattern to which, in the full-
ness of time, other countries will conform.
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